Sir W illiam W right Smith, the eminent botanist, who was President of the Royal Society of Edinburgh from 1944 to 1949, died on 15 December 1956, in his eighty-second year.
Thereafter, his interest in the natural sciences led to his appointment, in 1902, as assistant to Professor Sir Isaac Bayley Balfour and Lecturer in the Department of Botany of the University of Edinburgh.
The Department, then a small one, did not permit of a member of the staff concentrating upon the one aspect of his subject that might most appeal to him. Smith's duties as a lecturer were varied; for a time his principal sub ject was cryptogamic botany and-what appealed to him more-he was also responsible for the conduct of excursions in order to teach students the charac teristic features of different types of vegetation and to recognize plants in the field. Often he would set out with a band of students for the summit of Ben Lawers or some other mountain top, thus, in the course of time, becoming familiar with the botany of the greater part of Scotland.
In 1907 the opportunity came to him to go to India and he left Edinburgh to take up an appointment under the Government of Bengal-as Curator of the Herbarium in the Royal Botanic Garden, Calcutta. He served for four years in India and twice during that period was called upon to act as Superin tendent of the Garden and as Director of the Botanical Survey of India.
This experience was a valuable one for not only did he gain a wide know ledge of the floras of India and Burma, but he was able also, in the diversified flora of the Calcutta Garden, to study tropical vegetation from all parts of the world; moreover the Lloyd Botanic Garden, Darjeeling was also in his care.
Part of the management of every scientific garden is bound up with the investigation of economic problems connected with plants, but in Calcutta, the Superintendent had the unusual responsibility of two large Government Cinchona Plantations in the Darjeeling District, with the Government factory at Mungpu for the extraction of the alkaloid quinine. The distribution and sale of the commercial products were also supervised by him. He consequently acquired a wide administrative experience.
As Director of the Botanical Survey of India, his outstanding work per tained to the exploration of several of the remoter valleys of the Sikkim Himalaya, which botanists had never visited, although the flora of the eastern Himalayas was by then comparatively well known.
Firstly, in 1909, he travelled to the upper reaches of the Llonakh and Zemu rivers, north of the Kinchenjunga glaciers, an area in the north-west of Sikkim adjoining Nepal and Tibet, which Hooker had failed to reach because of an impenetrable growth of Rhododendron forest. This inclement and inhospitable region, difficult of access, with no roads, no bridges and no houses, only the yak-hair tents of nomad Tibetan herdsmen, and no inhabi tants for nine months of the year, he explored most thoroughly. Secondly, the following year saw him in south-east Sikkim and in the Chumbi Valley, Tibet, where he continued similar reconnaissances. Both these expeditions afforded a wealth of botanical material for systematic study upon which he based the detailed accounts of the botany of this region, published in two voluminous numbers of the Records of the Botanical Survey of India.
He returned to Edinburgh in 1911 on the invitation of Sir Isaac Bayley
Balfour to become deputy keeper of the Edinburgh Garden. In India he had acquired the broad outlook that was reflected in all his later work. Just as he arrived home, the products of George Forrest's second expedition to Western China had reached Edinburgh and the task of sorting out this mass of material was one which Smith was able to undertake with unusual facility because of his Indian experience. The critical examination of botanical specimens with many new species to be described was for him merely to continue and expand the work he had already begun. Furthermore, as to the raising from seed of plants new to cultivation, having already encountered many allied species in their native habitats, he had an intimate knowledge of the treat ment they would require. For the next twenty years Forrest continued to collect on the borders of Burma and Tibet and in Yunnan, until he had completed seven expeditions and died in Tengueh in 1931, and thus Smith was provided with material for many years and much of his subsequent research was concerned with the plants of those regions.
Meanwhile, in 1922, he had been appointed to succeed Sir Isaac Bayley Balfour as Regius Professor of Botany in the University of Edinburgh and as Regius Keeper of the Royal Botanic Garden, Edinburgh, an office which he held until his death brought an end to a long and close association with the Garden, extending over a period of more than fifty years.
In his long service he seldom took leave: the one long break from regular duty in the Garden occurred during the first World War, when he was seconded to the Timber Supply Department as officer in charge of labour for Scotland. Subsequently, desirous of promoting the interests of forestry and agriculture in Scotland, he served for a time on the Scottish Consultative Committee for Forestry and also on the Agricultural Research Council.
As a botanist, Smith was essentially a systematist of the older school. His chief interest lay in the naming and classification of plants and he was well served by the unprecedented wealth of new material which was arriving from Western China during the first half of the present century and by which our garden flora was so greatly enriched. It was a happy chance that brought into close co-operation the two distinguished botanists, Balfour and Smith, with the enthusiastic collectors, Forrest, Farrer and Ward, who rivalled each other in their search for new plants. In the earlier days of the partnership, the genera Primula and Rhododendron were the perquisites of the Professor, the rest fell to his assistant Smith, who described no less than some 550 new species and several new genera. His 'Diagnoses specierum novarum chinensium in herbario Horti Regii Botanici Edinburgensis Cognitarum' fill the greater part of several volumes in the Notes from the Royal Botanic Garden, Edinburgh, and he covered a remarkable range, as a glance at the full bibliography of his works will show. His main contributions to the problems of classification in general will be found in the Master's Lectures read to the Royal Horticultural Society in 1935, which were entitled 'Problems in the classification of plants' and published in two parts in the Journal of the Society for that year; also in the Hooker Lecture read to the Linnean Society of London and published in their Journal in 1933, under the title 'Some aspects of the bearing of cyto logy on taxonomy'.
On succeeding to the Keepership in 1922 he carried on the work that Balfour had begun, and though his name does not appear on the title page, it was he who was largely responsible for the publication of The species of Rhodo dendron in 1930. Thereafter, however, his main interest lay in the genus Primula. He had described many new species and'in later years began to monograph the genus. With the assistance of Dr H. R. Fletcher, he completed this work, section by section, in a series of papers published in the Transactions of the Royal Society of Edinburgh and in the Transactions of the Botanical Society of Edinburgh.
As Professor of Botany, he was, in the first place, a notable teacher. He enjoyed most of all perhaps lecturing to the large medical class of 200 students which met, for many years at the early hour of 8 a.m., in the summer term. He made his subject a living one, illustrative of the processes of life, and linking the study of plants to its practical application in medicine. His lec tures were always copiously illustrated by a series of diagrams hung upon screens behind him and by a large selection of living plants brought in from the garden and spread out in front of him.
In the practical classes it was his custom to move about the benches satisfy ing himself that students, in learning to distinguish and recognize the charac teristic features of the objects set before them, were also beginning fully to understand the importance of precise and accurate observation. At the same time it gave him the opportunity of making personal contact with each of them individually, and he had a remarkable memory for names and faces. When a former student returned to visit him, even after a lapse of twenty years or more, he would often at once recall, not merely his name, but also odd details of his antecedents and history.
With advanced students his first aim was to ensure that they should have a comprehensive knowledge of the plant kingdom as a whole before turning to the special study of some particular branch of their subject. He himself taught systematic botany to the senior classes, making the fullest use of the ample material that the Botanic Garden, with its plant houses and herbarium, could afford.
A special course on forest trees for forestry students, planned as an introduc tion to the varied vegetation of a tropical forest, was a boon to those who went abroad and many, when home on leave, spoke with appreciation of the training they had received.
It was his custom, on taking leave of a class at the final meeting of the session, to invite students to keep in touch with him, commending those who might be going abroad to interest themselves in the local flora and to send seed to the garden of rare or interesting plants they might come across. Consequently he maintained a wide correspondence and from time to time, unexpected packages of seed of unusual plants would reach the Garden, sent from all parts of the world.
As Regius Keeper, with the scientific aspect in the forefront, but with an eye to aesthetic arrangement, he did much to enhance the beauty, lay-out and reputation of the Garden.
Commonly in a botanic garden plants are grouped according to their rela tionships or by their countries of origin. Formal arrangement was reduced to a minimum at Edinburgh. A small section for students displayed representative plants in their natural orders, but for the rest the guiding principle was that a plant should be put in the position where it was most likely to flourish.
Reference has already been made to Smith's taxonomic work, much of which was concerned with plants of high horticultural merit. Not only did he name many such new plants, but he also played a leading part in their establishment in cultivation.
The number of seedlings raised by subscribers to the later expeditions was enormous, far byond the capacity of the normal garden and room had to be found for them in the policies beyond the garden walls. Thus the modern woodland garden came into being and the Woodland Garden at Edinburgh was one of the earliest, is one of the most aesthetically pleasing and one of the richest of its type.
With his unique knowledge of the outstanding genera-, Rhodo dendron, Meconopsis, Lilium, Gentiana-and of the Sino-Himalayan flora, Smith was responsible for much of this new development.
Visitors from all over the world came to see the garden and to seek his advice, which he always gave readily, and it was a pleasure to him to show visitors round, whether a royal personage or working gardener, provided some sign of intelligent interest were shown. He assumed, as if instinctively, an equality with all sorts of men, whether colleague in the University, highranking government official, junior assistant or unskilled labourer. In the dayto-day business with workmen in the Garden accustomed to the Scottish vernacular he would use their own vocabulary and, talking to them in their own language, gain their regard and affection and a strong hold over them.
With He was a man of great tact, generous by nature, loved and esteemed by a large number of friends and acquaintances, a number undiminished though he outlived many of his contemporaries, for he had the rare faculty of enlist ing new friendships while still maintaining the old.
It was typical that, although he was in India for only four years, he remem bered his Indian staff or their sons or grandsons and, from time to time, would write to them or be visited by some of them.
It was typical also that not long ago he should have re-read the whole of the novels by Sir Walter Scott, or to find him with a volume of Tacitus or a manual on chess, or that recently he should be reading Spanish although unfamiliar either with the country or the people.
His personal charm and ease of manner fortified him with many friends. His wide reading, his retentive memory, his aptitude as a speaker on formal occasions, and, for other occasions when he could relax, his rich and ready fund of stories, always apt and often Scottish and told in the broad Scots tongue, are things to be remembered.
He leaves a widow and three daughters.
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